
Reminder 

The call for papers for a special issue of the Scandinavian Economic History Review on 

"The quest for competitive markets: Exploring competition and collusion in theory and 

practice in historical perspective" is now open. 

The deadline for submissions is November 30, 2018. 

A full description of the topic and suggested areas for contributions is below. Potential 

contributors are encouraged to contact either of the guest editors, Professors Susanna 

Fellman (Gothenburg University & University of Helsinki) or Martin Shanahan 

(University of South Australia, Adelaide) to discuss their topics and approach in 

advance of the deadline. 

The quest for competitive markets: exploring competition and 

collusion in theory and practice in historical perspective 

Historical research on cartels and competition policy is experiencing a revival (Barjot & 

Schröter, 

2013; Bertilorenzi, 2016; Christophers, 2016; Fellman & Shanahan, 2016; Freyer 2006; 

Gerber, 

2010). One reason has been the global convergence towards legislation, which is 

intolerant towards 

restrictive business practices – a trend that has been explained as the ‘Americanisation’ 

of competition 

policy. Today, there is an increasing awareness that the history of anti-competitive 

regulation 

and national attitudes towards company collaboration is not as simple as this. Countries 

have 

followed quite different paths in their development of legislation to combat anti-

competitive 

business practices. Competition policy is heavily embedded in the local institutional, 

legal and 

political context, while its outcomes and effectiveness is a result of its 

interconnectedness with 

other legislation. This challenges the perception that the global convergence towards 

non-tolerant 

(anti-trust) legislation is simply the ‘Americanisation’ of competition policies and/or the 

consequence 

of globalisation. 

The methods’ firms use to collude, how cartels are organised and the stability of cartels 

have also 

varied between countries and over time. Individual cartels and firms adapt to changes in 

the regulatory 

environment, to political decisions, and internal and external pressures. Firms are not 

only 

reactive but proactive. Strong cartels have been able to influence both domestic and 

international 

policies – a factor which was increasingly recognised in the interwar period and led to 

the first 

attempts to monitor and regulate their activities. Powerful cartels were also present in 

key industries 

and considered important by many governments for economic progress. As a result, 

national policies 



often tolerated both extensive collaboration and allowed some industries’ exemptions 

from overall 

bans. Thus, in practice, firms and industries both tried to influence legislation and 

policy and 

were influenced by it. 

A significant part of the more nuanced insights into cartel and competition policy 

development 

has originated from historical investigations. A historical approach, combined with 

theoretically 

and empirically informed investigations, is a fruitful way to reaching a deeper 

understanding of 

these topics. Nonetheless, although historically oriented competition policy and cartel 

research 

has seen a revival, historical studies of the dynamics and interplay between, on the one 

hand, 

firms and cartels and political decision-makers and government authorities, on the other, 

are 

still scarce. 

The goal of this SI is to add to this field and the core focus will be to address questions 

concerning 

the connections between the legal/regulatory environment and company and/or cartel 

behaviour. 

The approach of the individual contributions can differ in methodology, and can have 

either a 

micro and/or a macro perspective, but each contribution should be profoundly historical 

in 

approach and should address the interaction and/or interdependence between the 

regulatory 

environment and cartel/firm behaviour. 

The SI will consist of five to six individual papers, subjected to blind peer review and 

will be jointly 

co-edited by guest editors Susanna Fellman and Martin Shanahan. 

Papers with a comparative and/or transnational aspect will be prioritised. One focus will 

be on 

Nordic experiences in the twentieth century, but papers dealing with other countries and 

areas 

are highly welcome. All contributions should be based on original new research and 

will be subject 

to normal peer-review process. 
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Possible (but not limited to) topics for contributions are papers that deal with: 

Factors explaining how and why various forms of firm/cartel collaboration and 

restrictive trade 

practices (e.g. vertical or horizontal integration, cartels vs. syndicates and joint sales 

organisations, 

merger and acquisitions and their alternatives) emerged and evolved in different time, 

contexts 

http://eh.net/?nltr=MTYzNzs2MDA3O2h0dHBzOi8vZG9pLm9yZy8xMC4xMDgwLzAzNTg1NTIyLjIwMTguMTQ1ODQ4Mjs7MmE3N2NiODcxMDkyZGUwNjE4YzE4ZGRkYzA5MGY5ZjQ%3D


and jurisdictions. 

Business–government relations and the implementation of competition legislation in 

practice. 

The impact from key industries and business sectors on competition or related policy 

formation: 

why, when, how. 

Collaboration across borders, especially between companies and cartels in small 

countries, and 

the effects on such collaboration on, for example, market development, profitability or 

technological 

development. 

Variations in the dimensions of collaboration (formal, informal, cartels) and how 

collaboration 

developed over time, as a result of, and in connection to, transformations in the 

economic and 

regulatory environment. 

The evolution of cartel strategies and activities, and their interplay with government 

policies or 

inside and outside political pressures. 

The role of business culture, managerial traditions and the significance of business elite 

networks 

on government–business relations and how these features affected cartels or internal 

cartel 

dynamics and patterns of company collaboration. 

The effects of international economic cooperation and/or trade agreements on 

competition regulation 

and/or on company collaboration/restrictive practices. 

The spread of anti-trust attitudes and changes in policy regimes and their impact on 

cartel behaviour 

or related forms of collaboration. And vice versa, forms of collaboration on government 

action. 

Submissions 

Dead-line for submissions: November 30, 2018 (please do note in the cover letter that 

the article is 

submitted to this special issue). 

Editorial information 

Guest editors: Professor Susanna Fellman, Gothenburg University, Sweden & 

University of Helsinki, 

Finland & Martin Shanahan, University of South Australia, Adelaide. 
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