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Special Issue Information  

 

Dear Colleagues,  

 

Economic growth has profoundly modified the relationships among societies, 

economies, and natural resources. On the one hand, natural resources are a fundamental 

determinant of economic development and ‘natural capital’ is crucial for the sound 

performance of the systems of production, consumption, investment, savings, and 

welfare. However, increasing economic dependence on natural resource exploitation 

appears to be an obstacle to growth and development in certain low- and middle-income 

countries across the world. On the other hand, economic growth has generated severe 

impacts on the environment. There is an abundance of literature addressing these 
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impacts from a long-term perspective: Climatic change, energy transition, water 

scarcity, atmospheric emissions, forest resource depletion, biodiversity loss, ecological 

biomass flows, and materials use. Today, the dependence of growth on natural resources 

and the impact that certain patterns of economic growth have on the environment have 

become crucial, also having strong implications in terms of social and intergenerational 

inequality. As a consequence, the road to sustainable development demands, more than 

ever, multidisciplinary research and discussion on these complex relationships, so that 

the socioeconomic and environmental challenges may be faced.  

 

Within this context, this Special Issue aims to take an in-depth look at the interactions 

between economic systems and the environment, from a broad perspective. Theoretical 

and empirical contributions highlighting both the potential of natural resources for 

economic growth and their risks, as well as the implications of development for the 

health of the environment (land, water, air, materials, etc.) are welcome. This Special 

Issue seeks to provide evidence of the potential relationships that can be found on 

different temporal, spatial and institutional scales. In this regard, we are interested in a 

wide range of visions and methodologies: Historical perspectives, theoretical 

discussions, micro and macro approaches, international and regional comparisons, case 

studies, multiregional and multisectoral approaches and scenario analysis, among 

others.  
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Manuscripts should be submitted online at www.mdpi.com <http://www.mdpi.com/> by 

registering <http://www.mdpi.com/user/register> and logging in to this website 

<http://www.mdpi.com/user/login>. Once you are registered, click here to go to the 

submission form 

<http://www.mdpi.com/user/manuscripts/upload/?journal=sustainability>. Manuscripts 

can be submitted until the deadline. Papers will be published continuously (as soon as 

accepted) and will be listed together on the special issue website. Research articles, 

review articles as well as communications are invited. For planned papers, a title and 

short abstract (about 100 words) can be sent to the Editorial Office for announcement on 

this website.  

 

Submitted manuscripts should not have been published previously, nor be under 

consideration for publication elsewhere (except conference proceedings papers). All 

manuscripts are refereed through a peer-review process. A guide for authors and other 

relevant information for submission of manuscripts is available on the Instructions for 

Authors <http://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability/instructions> page. 

/Sustainability/ <http://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability/> is an international peer-

reviewed Open Access monthly journal published by MDPI <http://www.mdpi.com/>.  

 

Please visit the Instructions for Authors 
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<http://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability/instructions> page before submitting a 

manuscript. The Article Processing Charge (APC) <http://www.mdpi.com/about/apc> 

for publication in this open access <http://www.mdpi.com/about/openaccess> journal is 

1400 CHF (Swiss Francs). 
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