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The Journal of Interdisciplinary Economics invites submissions for a Special Issue 

forthcoming in July 2018, on Migration: Change and Continuity, with reference to 

internal migration in South Asia or cross-border migration within South Asia.  

Migration - internal and cross-border - shapes the ongoing economic transformation of 

South Asia in vital ways. Millions of South Asians work in the Persian Gulf states, and 

a growing number go to the West for business and service. The flow of internal 

migration has enormously increased since economic liberalization, though estimates 

vary. Inward remittance formed as much as a third of GDP in Nepal in 2015, 7-8 per 

cent in Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Pakistan, and 4 per cent in India. Inward remittances 

to South Asia account for over twenty per cent of total inward remittances in the world. 

Research on the economics of migration tend to ask two questions: why people move; 

and what effect migration has on the place of origin. Thirty or forty years ago, the 

question - why people move - would be answered with reference to the “pull” factor of 

wages or the “push” factor of distress. These keywords do not work for two reasons. 

First, despite the prospect of higher earnings or the presence of distress, not everyone 

subject to similar pull or push moves. Second, there is a strong historicity or path 

dependence in migration. Because selectivity and persistence are so central to the 

economics of migration, an economic history perspective is often useful. History is 

useful also in studying effects, for remittances tend to be spent on assets such as 

education or business investment, which shape intergenerational mobility. 

For the Special Issue, the guest editors would specifically welcome submissions that 

apply a historical perspective to contemporary patterns of migration. Such themes as 

inter-generational mobility, gender, class and caste specificity, and migration 

persistence are of interest. Papers can focus on any of the larger countries in South 

Asia. Focus on certain regions known for a history of migration such as Ratnagiri, 

Ganjam, Azamgarh, Garhwal, or Sivaganga in India, Mirpur in Pakistan, Sylhet 

in Bangladesh or similar regions in South Asia would be encouraged. 

  

Submission Guidelines 
Please submit your abstract not exceeding 1000 words before March 1, 2017 at 

peerreview.sagepub.com/jie. While submitting the abstract proposal, please select the 

‘Migration Special Issue’ manuscript type. While uploading files, please designate the 

abstract proposal as your ‘main document’ and upload a separate ‘title page’ since these 

file designations are mandatory for all submissions. 

After the review and acceptance of proposals, full papers not exceeding 8000 words are 

to be submitted by September 1, 2017. The papers will be refereed as per the standard 

reviewing process of the journal. 

For information on the journal, visit http://jie.sagepub.com/. 
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