
A research assistant position (PhD candidate) is available in the 
economic history working group at the University of Tübingen, Germany. The 
length of employment is planned to be 3 years. We are looking for a 
research assistant with a background in economics (empirical economics, 
economic history, or econometrics), or under certain conditions similar fields. 

The focus is on research, although a very moderate amount of teaching and 
other work is also required (see below). Possible topics of your 
research could focus on one of your research projects, which are: 

 

(1) education of migrants in long-run perspective; 
(2) numeracy and economic growth. How exogneous was education? 

Did religion play a role? Gender inequality? Geography? Specific 

institutions? 

(3) the economics of violence and crime in long run perspective. 
Did high or low inequality have an impact? The ‘Curse of Resources’? 

(4) Long-run development of health (5) Social mobility and labor 
markets. 

 

You can choose any world region, or a single country, for example the Middle 
East, Asia, Africa or Latin America (or Europe in the early modern period). 
Country studies would also be interesting. 

 

Starting date: May 15th, 2016 or later. 

 

You will join a motivated and international research team that allows a lot of 
discussion about your research (for further information, please see the internet 
page of our group -- just google Joerg Baten). 
 

Please indicate in your letter: 
A. Have you performed regression analysis using software like Stata or other 
software yourself? 

B. Do you know what IV estimation is? Or are you willing to learn about it? 

C. Did you have some course in economic history or would you be open to 
become an economic historian? 

D. Are you able to work independently including writing texts? Please include 5 
pages from your master thesis or similar. 
E. Would you like to present your research at international conferences? 

 

For working at our department German language skills are not required, but 
welcome. Active assistance in research and teaching (two courses 

per year, i.e., eight days per year, with a small number of students, on topics 
that are close to your research interests) is required at our department. 
 

The salary is ca. 1000 Euro net per month. Your regular presence at 
the department at Tuebingen University is required. Although Tuebingen is a 

small city (near Stuttgart), it offers a broad range of cultural, sportive and of 
course scientific opportunities. A room in Tuebingen costs around 300 Euro per 
month, when you look early enough. 



 

Of course, the University of Tuebingen is one of Germany’s leading research 
universities, so the intellectual climate is attractive in economics as well as in 
other disciplines. 

 

Applications will be accepted until April 5th 2016, or until the position will be 
filled. Criteria for are your previous activities and success 
(econometric/statistical knowledge, writing of scholarly texts etc.), as far as they 
are relevant for an expected academic career. 

 

Please send (via email attachment) a curriculum vitae, short letter of motivation, 
copies of key documents (Please include your grades in high 

school and university in your application. Please let us know whether your 
grades are upper 5 percent, 10 percent or similar, and to which group this 
refers), such as a (small number of) transcripts and degree certificates, other 
supporting documents and a 5 pages excerpt of your master thesis or similar to 
(by email attachment; please do not phone). The University of Tuebingen seeks 
to increase the proportion of women in the field of teaching and research and 
therefore strongly encourages suitably qualified female scholars to apply. 
Disabled applicants will be preferred if they have the same qualifications as 
non-disabled applicants. 

Professor Dr. Joerg Baten, Tuebingen University 

Department of Economics, Chair of Economic History 

Melanchthonstr. 30, 72074 Tuebingen, Germany. 
Email: joerg.baten@uni-tuebingen.de 

 


