
Economics is social science. This central idea guiding the journal Schmollers 
Jahrbuch since its founding in 1871 has lost none of its relevance. Ever more 
scholars have discovered that an “isolating” economics that removes economic 
processes from their social, historical, ethical, and ecological contexts in the 
interest of applying certain formal methods runs the danger of missing important 
aspects of economic reality. Schmollers Jahrbuch: Journal of Contextual 
Economics is an English-language forum for scholarly research that focusses 
on economic thought, behavior or processes set in social or physical context. 
Context is understood broadly as anything shaping or constraining economic 
thought, behavior or processes and includes such things as the ethical norms, 
culture, intellectual/scientific heritage or any other anthropological or 
sociological features of social groups or historical subjects. Context is also 
understood to include the legal order and institutions that have shaped and 
sustained economies and societies, and the physical environment, resources, 
and ecology upon which everything depends. 
 
In keeping with the journal’s original intention, the editors are especially 
interested in stimulating a discussion between different social science 
disciplines to shed light on real economic and social problems. Contributions 
may work in any methodology so long as they embed their analyses in context. 
Institutional approaches appear to be particularly relevant to this purpose, 
nevertheless quantitative and qualitative methods are equally welcome. We 
also wish to solicit contributions that devote themselves to questions of long-
term human development and societal change, including from the perspective 
economic history and history of economic thought. Considering social and 
normative questions is an important thematic focus in the long tradition of this 
journal. 
  
Central themes the journal seeks to explore include: 

         Institutions and institutional change 

         The interaction between economic and social/physical systems 

         Economic ethics and social policy 

         Economic growth, quality of life, and sustainability 

         Long-term human development 

         Methodology/history of economics 
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